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BARNSTABLE CONFERENCE. 


ITS HISTORY. 


Tuer Conference of Churches in Barnstable county, was 
formed at Chatham, Oct. 28, 1828. No written Constitu- 
tion was adopted. The object of its formation, as seen 
by the records, was, “to promote, both in ministers and 
churches, an increase of piety.” 

Although some changes have been made in n relation to 
its meetings and its exercises, its object has continued 
essentially the same from its origin. 


A Constitution was adopted by the Conference; at its — 


meeting in Orleans, on Wednesday, April 26, 1837. The 
following was adopted at its annual meeting in Orleans, 
the second Tuesday in January, 1845, being a revision of 
the Constitution previously existing, and as reported by a 
committee who had been antecedently appoiiited for that 
purpose, excepting a few amendments, which were adopt- 


ed at its meeting in Nantucket, on the second Tuesday of © 


June, 1846. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Arricie IL. This Conference shall be called the bare: 
stable County Conference of Congregational Churches. . 
Art. Il. This Conference shall consist of the pastors 


and ministers of the Evangelical Congregational churches — aa ; 
in Barnstable, Nantucket, and Duke's counties, and two 


lay delegates from each church that has a pastor or m: 
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ister, or three lay delegates from each chu 
minister, tgs 

Arr. ITI, Other ministers and lay brethren who may b 
present at the meetings of the Conference, may be 
ed to sit as honorary members, and take part in delib- 
erations, but not to vote. oud: 

ART. IV, The object of this Conference shall be pe: pro- a5 
mote intercourse and harmony among the churches, and Ce 
more extensive cooperation in every good work. 

Art. V. Each church shall retain its individual rights 
and privileges, and no ecclesiastical power or authority 
shall ever be assumed by the Conference, or delegated to 
it. 

Art. VI. This Conference shall hold two meetings in @ 
year ; the first to commence on the third Tuesday of De- 
cember, to be considered the Annual Meeting; and the 
second to be held on the second Tuesday of June; each — 
ee of the Conference to be convened at 11 o'clock, — 

. M., on Tuesday, and to continue till 12 o’clock, noon, — 
on Thursday. The Conference, at each meeting, to be 
organized by the choice of a Moderator, and at the annual 
meeting, of a Scribe. Its opening exercises to consist of 
an invocation, reading of the Sen pyuaee and a soneet 
praise to God. 5 

Art. VII. At the annual meeting, es public. exercises fi 
of Tuesday afternoon and evening, shall consist of such 
religious services as the Conference may determineat the _ 
time of its organization in the morning. The exercises _ 
for Wednesday shall consist of the anniversaries of the — 
various benevolent societies, to be reported to the Confer- 
ence by the committee of arrangements, for their appro- - 
bation; together with such devotional exercises as may 
be appointed at the time. On Thursday, in addition to 
any business of Conference and devotional exercises, the 
services shall consist of a Conference sermon, succeeded 
by the administration of the Lord’s Supper, which shall : 
close its public meetings. r 

At the semi-annual meeting, besides the 
ness, there shall be, on Tuesday afternoon,a meeting for — 
prayer, followed by a pastoral address or sermon, by one 
previously appointed. In the evening, @ the 
state of religion within the bounds of the 1 C 
nected with exercises of devotion a, ares) tans 
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On Wednesday, in addition to devotional exercises, the 
time shall be devoted to remarks, suggestions or discus- 
Sions, pertaining to any subject or subjects which the 
Conference shall see fit to entertain, affecting the inter- 
ests of the Redeemer’s kingdom in our own or foreign 
lands. 

On Thursday, a sermon, followed by the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper, shall close the public meetings of the 
Conference. 

The preacher of the Conference sermon to be appointed 
at each meeting of the Conference next preceding that at 
which it is to be delivered. 

Art. VIII. At each meeting of the Conference, a com- 
mittee of arrangements shall be appointed for the meet- 
ing next succeeding ; and to consist of the pastor or min- 
ister of the church with whom the next session is to be 
held, and two others. It shall be the duty of this com- 
mittee to propose and arrange the business of the session, 
in conformity to the general provisions of this Constitu- 
tion, to report and bring forward all appropriate subjects, 
nominate the place for the next subsequent meeting, 
and the persons to deliver the Conference sermon and pas- 
toral address; and no resolutions or business shall be pre- 
sented to the Conference, except through the hands of 
this committee, or until it shall have been submitted to 
their consideration. . 

Art. IX. The scribe shall keep a faithful record of all 
the doings of the Conference, take charge of all moneys 
which may belong thereto, and in connection with a special 
committee of two, appointed for the purpose, at any time, 
superintend the publishing of any doings of the Confer- 
ence, and report thereon. 

Arr. X. This Conference shall establish its own by- 
laws, subject to alteration at future meetings. 

Art. XL. Every Evangelical Congregational church with- 
in the limits specified in Article Second, shall be furnished 
with a copy of this Constitution, and, having sent dele- 
gates to its meetings, shall be considered as connected 
with this Conference, until such time as a desire to with- 
draw is expressed to the scribe thereof, in writing ; which 
withdrawal shall be inserted on the records by the scribe, — 

Ant. XII. This Conference may interchange friendly 

1* ee. 
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intercourse, by delegation, with such other conferences as 
they think proper. 

Arr. XIII. This Constitution may be amended at the 
annual meeting of this body, by a vote of two thirds of the 
members present; provided a majority of the churches of 
the Conference are represented, or that the amendment 
had been proposed at a previous meeting. 


Notr. The Chairman of the Committee takes the lib- 
erty, in this manner and in this place, to suggest for con- 
sideration in future time, such an alteration of the Consti- 
tution, as to provide for the meetings of the Conference 
on the first Tuesday next preceding the full of the moon, 
in the respective months already designated. 
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SYNOPSIS OF BUSINESS OF CONFERENCE. 


Annuauw Murrina. 
Tuesday, A. M. 

1. Choice of Moderator. 2, Enrolment of members. 
3. Choice of a Scribe. 4. Invocation. 5. Read- 
ing of Scriptures. 6. Song of praise. 7. Report 
of Committee of Arrangements for exercises in 
the P. M. and evening. 8. Action of the Con- 
ference on said Report. 9, Adjournment. 


Tuesday afternoon session. 
1. Prayer and praise. 
2. Report of Committee of Arrangements for Wednes- 


day, and action of Conference thereon. 
3. Such public services as appointed in the morning. 


Tuesday evening session. 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Such other exercises as previously appointed. 
Wednesday morning. 

Customary to hold an early morning prayer-meeting. 
Wednesday forenoon session. 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Conference business. 

3. Anniversary exercises, as previously arranged. 

Wednesday afternoon session. ) ' 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Conference business: appointments for (1) next 
Conference sermon; (2) pastoral address; (3) 
place of next meeting ; (4) committee of ar- 
rangements for same. 

2% Anniversary eXercises, as previously apnea ee 
reported. 

Wednesday evening session. 
1. Season of devotion. 
2. Other exercises as provided by committee of arr. 
Thursday morning. nisi hair ‘ 
Sun-rise prayer-meeting ; customary. yer dame 
Thursday forenoon session. ) 
Prayer and praise. 
Conference business, 
Sermon. 
Lord’s Supper. 


Adjournment. ; ers 
we 


AP WWE gs 
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Semt-annuan MEETING, BEA we 
Tuesday, A. M. 

1. Choice of Moderator, 2. Enrolment of members. 
3. Invocation. 4. Reading of Scriptures, 4, 
Singing. 6. Report of Committee of Arrange- 
ments. 7. Action of Conference on said Report. 
8. Adjournment. 

Tuesday afternoon session. 
i. Meeting for prayer. 
2. Conference business. 
3. Pastoral address or Sermon. 
Tuesday evening session. 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Report on state of religion. ° 
Wednesday morning. 

Usual early morning prayer-meeting. 
Wednesday forenoon session. 

1. Exercises of devotion. 

2. Conference business. Sn a 

3. Subjects of discussion as provided and reported 
previously by Committee of Arrangements. 

Wednesday afternoon session. | 

1. Devotion. 

2. Conference business: (1) appointment for next 
Conference sermon; (2) place of next meeting ; 
committee of arrangements for the same; (4) 
committee for the several benevolent objects 
which are regularly brought before the Confer- 
ence at the annual meeting. ? 

3. Discussion of subjects continued. 

Wednesday evening session. 
1. Devotion. : . 
2. Such other services as previously arranged. 
Thursday morning. | yi. 
Early morning prayer-meeting. 
Thursday forenoon. 
. Season of devotion. ‘ ) me 
Conference business. * soclosiatiay gia 
Conference sermon. 10) y 
Lord’s Supper, eH te) ov oe 
Adjournment, eae a 
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CONCHIS BRS TORT 


OF the Churches ef the Barnstable County Conference, 
particularly as connected with their ministry. 


Nortr. A large portion of the facts relating to the his- 
tory of most of the churches in Barnstable county, up to 
the year 1842, have been gathered from an article in the 
Am. Quar. Register, for 1842, pp. 62 — 72, as prepared for 
that work by Rev. Enoch Pratt, of Brewster; by whose 
permission such extracts have been taken as were deemed 
best suited to the design of this work. 

The principal facts in the history of the Church in Nan- 
tucket, have been gathered from the same work, in an 
article prepared by Dea. Paul Folger, of that Church, and 
published in the No. for May, 1843. 

The facts pertaining to the churches in Dukes County, 
have been gathered partly from the above work, in an ar- 
ticle prepared by the Rev. Allen Gannett, of Boston, and 
partly from the written communications of several gentle- 
men resident on Martha’s Vineyard. 


BARNSTABLE COUNTY. 
1. Barnstable, West. First Church. 


This Church was organized in the city of London, in 
1616. The chief instrumentality in its organization was 
the Rev. Henry Jacos. He had been a minister of the 
Episcopal Church, and had left it in consequence of its 
corruptions. It is probable that he had been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, under the preaching of the 
Puritans. For, subsequently to his secession from the 
English Church, he was subjected to persecution, which 
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untry to Leyden, in the 
h the celebrated John 
f persecution for leav- 
ecoming pastor of a 
with his church, to 


led him to flee from his native co 
south of Holland, to confer wit 
Robinson, who, in consequence 
ing the established cchureh, and b 
dissenting congregation, removed, 


Holland, in 1608, a 
‘On the return of Mr. Jacob to England, he imparted 


to the most learned of the Puritans his design of setting 
up a separate congregation, — summoned together some 
ot his friends, and obtained their consent to unite Jin 
chureh-fellowship for enjoying the ordinances of Christ 
in the purest manner. F ; 

ss tiaviuib observed a day of solemn fasting and prayer 
fora blessing upon their undertaking, each of them made 
open confession of their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and, standing up together, they joined their hands and 
solemnly covenanted with each other, in the presence of 
Almighty God, to walk together in all God’s ways and 
ordinances, according as he had revealed in his word, or 
should further make known to them. ; 

Thus they laid the foundation of Tur First Inpz- 
PENDENT CoNGREGATIONAL CuurRcH IN ENGLAND. 

What number composed this Church at its organiza- 
tion is unknown. Mr. Jacob was elected as its pastor 
after its organization, and continued in that office but 
eight years. In consequence of the violent persecution 
that raged against him and his Church, he was constrained, 
in 1624, to leave them and his native country. He came 
to America and soon died. 

Rev. Joun Loruror became the second pastor in 1625. 
He also had been a minister of the established church 
of England, and held the living of Egerton in the county 
of Kent. Embracing the sentiments and views of the 
Puritans respecting church government, he renounced 
his orders, came to London, and, being chosen by the 
Church to succeed Rev. Henry Jacob as their pastor, be- 
came the second Independent Congregational minister in 
England.. He continued the duties of the pastor of this 
little Church, preaching and administering the ordinances, 
until April, 1632, (about seven years,) when they were 
discovered by the Bishop's servant, at the house of Mr. 
Humphrey Bamet; when forty-two of them, with Mr. 
Lothrop, were apprehended and cast inte prison. ‘They 
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were there eonfined two years, when, pon bail, they 
were released, excepting their pastor, for whom this favor 
could not be obtained. b, 

Archbishop Laud, having rejected every petition for hig 
liberty, he petitioned the King, who granted it on con- 
dition that he should leave the kingdom. He came to 
New England in 1634, with thirty-four of his Church and 
congregation. They settled first in the town of Scituate, 
and from thence, in 1639, he removed, with a majority of 
his Church and people to Barnstable. 

Mr. Lothrop continued as the pastor of the church till 
his death, Nov. 8, 1653, —a period of twenty-eight years, 
tu wit: nine years in England, five in Scituate, and 
fourteen in Barnstable. When the first meeting house was | 
erected, or the exact spot on which it stood, cannot be 
ascertained. Nor is it known of how many members 
the Church was composed. It is only known that the 
number of male members of the Church who accompa- 
nied Mr. Lothrop to Barnstable, was about twenty. Be- 
sides their wives and children, doubtless some members 
of the congregation accompanied them to the settlement. 
The only reeord of Mr. Lothrop, which has been handed 
down to our day, is of one hundred and fifty-three persons 
whom he baptized after he came to Barnstable. Itis 
known also that during the time of Mr. Lothrop’s mimis- 
try, there was a revival of rehgion. Of the fruits of 
which, many were added to the Church. 

After the death of Mr. Lothrop, in 1653, the Chureh 
were destitute of a pastor ten years, during which time 
they were supplied by Mr. Joun Mayo, of Eastham, as a 
teacher. 

In 1663, they made choice of Rev. THomas Wattey, 
who was ordained the same year as their pastor. In the 
records of the Church it is written of him, “ The Lord 
was pleased to make him a blessed peace-maker, and im- 
proved him in the work of his house here, till March 28, 
1678, being Lord’s day morning, about forenoon-meeting- 
time, and then he called him out of his earthly tabernacle 
into that house not made with hands.” His ministry 
continued fifteen years, durmg which time, the number 
admitted to the Church was seventy-four, and the baptisms 
administered one hundred and seventy-two. During his 
ministry there are several cases of discipline -reoural 
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which shows that the pastor and Church were not neglect- 
ful of this duty. 


pe 
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The next pastor of the Church was Rev. JONATHAN Rus- | 


sELL, who was ordained in 1683, five years after the death 
of Mr. Walley. His labors with the Church were crowned 
with good success. During his ministry, one hundred 
and seventy- one were added to the Church, and baptism 
administered to four hundred and fifty-two persons. Good 
and wholesome discipline was also maintained during 
administration. He continued his labors with the Church 
till his death, February 2, 1711, — a period of twenty- eight 
ears. 
: He was succeeded in the pastoral office, by his son, 
Rev. Jonatuan Russevt, who was ordained in 1712. 
His labors were faithful and long continued. The num- 
ber added tothe Church during his ministry was two hun- 
dred and forty-two — of baptisms five hundred and sixty- 
three. His labors were continued till his death, Septem- 
ber 10, 1759, — a period of forty-seven years. . ip 
Rev. Oaxes Suaw, of Bridgewater, was successor to 
Mr. Russell. He was ordained in August, 1760. Hewas 
greatly devoted to his calling and cared little about world- 
ly things. It has been said, that he wrote more sermons 
than any clergyman of his day. There were added to 


his Church, during his ministry, two hundred and forty 5 


and three hundred and sixty-six persons were baptized. 
His labors in the ministry were continued till his death, 
February 11, 1807, — a period of forty-six and a half years. 

Rev. Enocu Pratr was ordained as the pastor of the 
Church, October 28, 1807. During his ministry, there 
were added to the Church two hundred and ninety-two; 
and baptisms three hundred and eighty. Mr, Pratt hope- 
fully experienced religion four years after his settlement. 
He continued the pastor of the Church till 1835, when he 
was dismissed at his own request. 

Rey. ALFreED GREENWOOD, of Boston, was ordained in 
1836, and was dismissed in 1840, 


Rev. Tuomas Rices, was ordained in 1840, and dis: me, 


missed in 1842. 


Rev, ALonzo Hayes, was ordained May, 1843, and is 4 


still the pastor of the Church. 


The whole number of members of the Chareh, from the | 


first to 1842, is 1,292. 
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Whole number of baptisms to the same period, 2,086, y 


Number of members, 1842, Males 40, Female 
Total 124, leh bp 
Number of members, January 1, 1846, Males 24, Fe- 
males 50, Total 74. ae aa 
An incident in the history of this Church, of special in- 
terest, is the fact, that at and after its organization, and 
while in England, they were obliged to worship God and 
improve his ordinances in a secret manner, and when 
they were discovered, they and their pastor were impris- 
oned for the offence. This was the cause of their emi- 
gration to this country, where they hoped to be able to 
worship God according to the dictates of their conscience, 
with none to make them afraid. | oe % 
Another incident of peculiar interest is, that the First 
Baptist Society in England, sprang up in this Church. 
| Lhe Second Church in Barnstable was organized May 
12, 1725. it was composed chiefly of members from the 
first Church, whose residence was in the easterly part of 
the town. Its Articles of Faith and Covenant were 
thoroughly evangelical; and such continued the charac- 
ter of its ministry generally, till about the beginning of 
the present century. Tor full history, see Quar. Reg., 
1842, p. 65.] | eau eet we 
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2. Barnstable. Centreville. South Congrega- 
tional Church in Barnstable. 


This Church was organized August 6, 1816, by the 
name of the South Congregational Church in Barnstable. 
Its first settled minister was Rev. Josian SurTEvanT. 
His connexion with them commenced in 1819, and con- 
tinued until his death,—a period of about five years. 
His successor was Rey. WILLIAM Hartow, who was, 
installed in 1827, and dismissed from his pastoral con- 
nexion in about three years. | are hasswilh | 9:5. 
Rev. Hazaet Lucas succeeded him in 1831, and con- 
tinued about three years, and was dismissed. . 
Rev. Wittiam Mercuant was ordained in 1835,and 
sustained the pastoral relation about four years, and was 
dismissed. Sean! 
Rev. Exisua Bacon, the present minister of 
2 : 


Church; commenced his labors in March, Mii An Mey 
of the same year, the Church was re-organized, hew Arti- 
clesof Faith and Covenant adopted, and the nanve as umed. 
of “'Tne ConereeationaL Cuurcn or Curist in Can- 
TREVILLE.” i 

The number of members, January 1, 1846, was, Males 
33, Females 67, Total 100. 


3. Brewster.* 


~ The Church was organized October 16, 1700, and on 
the same day, the Rev. Narnanien Stone was ordained 
its pastor. He continued in this relation till his death, in 
i705, —a period of more than half a century. 

Rev. Isatan Dunster was ordained, colleague pastor, 
November 2, 1748, and continued as the pastor of the 
Church till his death, in 1791, —a period of fifty-three years. 

Rev. Jonn Simpxtins, of Boston, was ordained October 
19, 1791, and continued the pastor till 1831, when he was 
dismissed at his own request. | 

Rev. Samuet Wittiams, of Boston, was ordained 
April, 1832, and continued in this relation till about 1844, 

The number of members in the Church, reported Janu- 
ary, 1843, was, Males 12, Females 65, Total 77. Rae 24 


4. Chatham. 


The Congregational Church in this town, was organ- 
ized, and its first pastor, Rev. Josern Lorp, ordained, by 
a Council convened June 15th, 1720. The number of 
male members was seven. The pastor elect preached the 
ordination sermon. He appears to have been a rigid dis- 
ciplinarian, extending the watch and censures of the 
Church to the baptized children, He continued his pas- 
toral labors till his death, in 1748, —a period of twenty- 
eight years; during which time one hundred and forty-. 


baw at 


three were admitted. to full communion, and thirteen, to 
SAN aR. eee 


_, *® This town was formerly the First, or North Parish of No wich ay res . 
tae gee hl eae Hante in base in honorable ‘retiembrance 16h Eider 
rewster, who was distinguished for hig vi . ; 
lias Selony g is vinties i a the ibe ecttlers. of. 
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the half-way Covenant, (the Church being organized on 
the plan of the half-way Covenant,) and four hundred 
and ninety-two were baptized. 

Rev, Steruen Emery, received a call to settle Oct, 12, 
1748, and was installed May 19,1749. He died May 18, 
1782, after a ministry of thirty- three years with this Church. 
During this period one hundred and thirty-five were ad- 
mitted to the Church, and six hundred and eighty-one bap- 
tized. 

Rev. Tomas Rosy was ordained Oct. 22, 1783, and 
dismissed in 1794. During his ministry of eleven years, 
sixty-six were admitted to ‘the Church. 

Rev. Ernratw Briecs was ordained 1796, and died 
July 22, 1816, in the twentieth year of his ministry. He 
admitted ninety-one members to the Church, and baptized 
three hundred and forty-nine. (He was son of the Rey. 
Mr. Briggs of Halifax, who had five sons, ministers of the 
Gospel.) 

Rev. Steston Raymonp was ordained Apnil 9, 1817, 
and dismissed June 24, 1829. During his ministry of 
thirteen years, he admitted to the Church one hundred and 
seven; (of these, forty-six were the fruits of a revival 
in 1817 and 1824 ;) baptized one hundred and fifty-six. 
After Mr. Raymond, Rev. Mr. Scoven was hired one 
year; Rev. Mr. Fietrcuer also preached several months. 
In 1831, Rev. Joun F. Stone was hired, and labored two 
years, and admitted eight to the Church. After him, 
Rev. Joun A. Vinton labored with the Church two years, 
during which time nine were admitted to the Church: 

Rev. Caries Rockwetu was installed May 27, 1838, 
and was dismissed at his request in 1846. During his 
ministry there were considerable additions to the Chureh 
as the fruits of several seasons of refreshing” from. the 
presence of the Lord. 

Rev. E. W. Tucker was ordained as pastor of the 
Church, in March, 1846. Number of members, ae 
1846, Males 32, Females 107, Total 139. ~ . 


Dennis. » 


This town was formerly the eastern part of Varinodthy: Se 
It was set off as a Separate parish in 1721, and incorpo* — 
rated into a town by this name, in honor of the first min 
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ister, Rev, Jostan Dennis. The Church was organized — 
and Mr. Dennis ordained in 1727. He continued their 
faithful and successful pastor, until his dea Ve 8+ Abe 
1763, in his 69th year, —a period of thirty-six years, At 
the gathering of the Church, nine male members, with 
himself, acknowledged and signed the Covenant; and at 
the first communion afterwards, twenty-five females re- 
moved their relation from the Church in Yarmouth, In 
addition to these, during the ministry of Mr. Dennis, one 
hundred and fifty-nine members were admitted to the 
Church, and five hundred and sixty persons received bap- 
tism. i 
Rev. Naruan Stones, his successor, son of Rev. Na- 
than Stone, of Southboro’, was ordained Oct. 17, 1764. 
He continued in his pastoral relation and duties to this 
Church, till his death, in 1804,— a period of forty years. 
During his ministry, two hundred and nine were admitted 
to the Church, and eight hundred and forty-three were 
baptized. ; gy Seep cs 
Rev. Cates Homes, his successor, was ordained in 
January, 1805, and continued in the pastoral relation till 
his death, Nov. 2, 1813,—a period of about nine years. 
During his ministry, forty-were admitted to the Church, 
and one hundred and eleven were baptized. A 
His successor, Rev.. Joserpa Haven, was ordained 
July 27, 1814, and continued in his pastoral connection 
till May 12, 1826, when, at: his own request, he was dis- 
missed. During his ministry, two hundred and nine were 
baptized, and ninety-six admitted to the Church. He was 
settled in this place, while entertaining a_ belief in the 
Unitarian faith, but soon became convinced of his error 
renounced it, embraced the doctrines of grace; and hope- 
fully experienced religion, | His. subsequent. preaching 
was followed by revivals of religion. » After the dismi . 
sion of Mr. Haven, the Society, without th ) : iy 
of the Church, settled Rev D nF Sa ouopgnCe 
, ‘:VaNIEL M. Srearns, a Unita- 


rian, when the majority of the Ch i 
organized as the . arch withere w and was. 


“a Third Church in Dennis, March 4, 1829, 
n eC, 1839, Rey. DaNIEU K oy incon : Pe cea 
eriee: ENDRICK Was ordained as 
cueir pastor; previous to whichitheyshad no eheseedei en 
m, but were supplied by a large number of min- 
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ssters. Mr. Kendrick continued ‘his pastoral charge till 
- about 1844; since which they have been chietty aie 
| plied. Number of members, January, 1846,— ales 7, 
Females 15, Total 22. val ft vee, ope 
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6. Second Church, South Dennis.  —s_— 


This Church was organized June 16, 1817. Rev. Joan 
Sanrorp was ordained their first pastor, Dec. 30, 1818, 
and continued till Dec. 30, 1837, when, at his own rée- 
quest, he was dismissed, and has since resided in Amherst, 
of this State. , ii: 

At the time of Mr. Sanford’s settlement, the Chiirch 
and Society were small and féeble, so that he received a 
part of his support from the Society in Harwich, to whom 
he preached one fourth part of the time. Before his dis- 
mission, the Society had become large and fully able to 
sustain the gospel ministry among themselves. = = 

Mr. Sanford was succeeded by Rev. THatcHer THAY- 
ER, who was ordained Feb. 13, 1839, and at his own re- 
quest, dismissed Oct. 1841; since which he has been set- 
tled over a Church in Newport, R. I. Blas ce ae 

After Mr. Thayer, the pulpit was supplied fora time by 
Rev. J. Jennines, from Connecticut. = Bassi ek 

Rev. J. M. Perrincetn was ordained Dec. 5, 1843, 
and is still their pastor, (Oct. 1846.) Number of mem- 
bers of the Church, January 1, 1846; Males 37, Females 
81, Total 118. ee Pech Tes See 


7. Eastham. 


This Church was organized in 1646, about two years 
after the town began to be settled. Joun, Mayo, of Bos- 
ton, born in England, labored with them as ihe ae 
tll 1675, when Rev. Samvent Treat, of Milford, Con- 
necticut, was ordained as their pastor. He wasa faithful 
and untiring preacher of the Gospel, both to his own peo- 
ple and the Indians who surrounded him. He was able 
to read and write the Indian langttage with facility. In_ 
1693 there were, within the limits of Eastham, five hun- 
dred and five Indians, to whom he preached the Gospel, __ 
and whom he taught to read it, Among them he gath- de 


ered a Church, to whom he ministered in connexion = 
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He appears to have been an uncommonly holy mau, 
beloved in life, and greatly lamented in death, by his 
brethren in the ministry, his own people, and the natives 
to wliom he ministered. - ae ee 

The following inscription is found on his tomb-stone : 
“ Here lies the body of the late learned and Rev. Samver 
Treat, the pious and faithful pastor of this Church, who, 
after a very zealous discharge of his ministry for the space 
of forty five years, and laborious travail for the souls of the 
Indian natives, fell asleep in Christ, March 18, 1716, in 
the 69th year of his age.” +c, 

Rev. Samuet Osporn, succeeded Mr. Treat in 1718. 
The next year, the Church was divided, and Mr. Osborn 
removed into the south part of the township. He was 
succeeded by Rev. Bensamin WEBB, who was ordained 
in 1720, over the Church which remained. He continuec 
his labors till his death, in 1746, a period of twenty-six 
years. He was succeeded by Rev. Epwarp CHEEVER, 
in 1751, who continued his pastoral connection till his 
death, in 1794; — a period of forty-three years. PNG a 

He was succeeded by Rev. PuitranpEer SHaw, in 1795. 
He sustained the pastoral relation to this Church till the 
Sa ae a a period of more than forty-one years. 
Be ee aenged with triumphant faith in his 
yet soc m a t ought or feared,’ said he, “ that 
the valley ; but asteen BE alt 1 et Shoei te: ieee 

; of that, I am on Mount Pisgah, 


looking into the. i =< 
ee into € promised land, and waiting my depar- 


Rev. Sriruman Pratr succeeded Mr. Shaw in the min- 
about six months, as a supply. 
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ceeded by Rev. Enocn Pratt w 
,Or B | 
ae space of two or three years. The ralph is mek s Vs 
(Oct. 1846) supplied by Rev: 'E: WoNoste present 


There have pen revivals of religion in Eastham 
» but how many have been added to the 


~ : 


ber of members of the C 


14, Females 40, Total] 54, per Samay, TEs, | Males, 
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8. Falmouth. ‘piokoant 


This town was incorporated in 1686. Rev. Samver 
Sytverick labored in this place as a minister previous to 
1700. He was succeeded by Rev. Josern Mertcatr, i 
1707, who continued his labors with the people till his 
death, in 1723, —a period of sixteen years.” He was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Jostan Marsnatt, who labored in the 
ministry with that people séven years, and was dismissed 
June 30, 1730. | ee 

The Church is supposed to have been organized in the 
latter part of the year 1708, about twenty persons, at that 
time residing in Falmouth, ‘desiring and receiving Jeét- 
ters of dismission from the Church in Barnstable, for or- 
ganization into a Church of Christ. It is also supposed 
that neither of the above ministers were ever ordained 
over this Church. } 

Rev. Samuet Parmer was ordained pastor of the 
Church, November 24, 1731, from which time the regular 
Church records commence. ‘His labors in the ministry 
were faithful, and continued for forty-five years ; during 
which time, two hundred and five persons were added to 
the Church. He died April, 1775, in the 6Sth year.of His 
age. He was succeeded by . Neepea Taek 

Rev. ZesuLton Butier, who was ordained Oct: 1775, 
and dismissed ini July) 17787 Weert “ann Gage 

Rev. Isatan Mann was ordained January, 1780, and 
continued his ministry eight years; during which. period, 
twenty-nine persons were added to the Church.’ He died 
Ap nil 2, 1789, in the 30th year of his age. ey Rees 

_Rev. Henry Lincoin was ordained Feb. 3, 1790, and 

dismissed Nov: 26, 1823, during which period, of thirty- 
three years, four hundred and eleven were received into 
the Church. In the former part of his ministry, his relig- 
10us Sentiments were lax and Arminian; but in about the 
year 1811, a great change took place in his views of the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and in’ his own heart;-after which 
he was a very plain and pungent preacher of the doctrines 
of grace and experimental religion, and great were the 
effects on the minds and hearts of his people. Revivals 

of religion were frequent and powerful. After his @is- 
mission he preached for a time in Dartmouth, but has for 
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a number of years (now 1842) retired from the pulpit by 
reason of age, and resides with his children jn Nan- 
tucket. 2 x 
He was succeeded by Rey. Bensamin W oopsury, who 
was ordained June 9, 1824, and dismissed Sept. 19,1833, 
He was a laborious and faithful preacher, and was favored 
with seasons of revival. During his ministry of nine years, 
one hundred and seven were received into the Church, —_ 
Rev. Jostaun Brent was installed Feb. 5, 1834, and ‘dig. 
missed Feb, 22, 1837, during which time fifty-nine were 
added to the Church. He was subsequently settled in 
Amherst, where he died. > qaionaee 
Rev. Henry B. Hooker was installed in 1838, and ig — 
their present pastor. Number of members of the Chureh, 
January 1, 1346, Males 67, Females 146, Total 213,00 
9. Falmouth East, Second Cong. Church, _ 
TtLt Spa. 
This Church was organized June 20, 1621. Rev: Stras 
SHoRES was ordained as pastor, July 31, 1822, and dis: i 
missed June 17, 1828. After the dismission of Mr. Shores, — 4 
the pulpit was supplied by sundry ministers,’ of whom — 
were Rev. Meranctuon G. WHEELER, and Rev. Jonny 
Hype. | (eee 
Rev. Timotuy Davis, was installed as pastor, July; 
1836, and dismissed in 1838. S Se 
Rev. Wittiam Hartow was employed two years as 
supply. .2 hy ae a 
Rey. James D. Lewis commenced his labors with the 
Church, Oct. 15, 1840, — was installed in Sept. 1842, and 
is, at present, (Oct. 1846,) their pastor. In 1841, the Society 
received by Will of Mr. Shubael Lawrence, ten thousand 
dollars, as a fund for the support of the Gospel, on condi: | 
tion of repairing and refitting their meeting-house, which 
condition was readily accepted. Number of Church mem: 
bers, January 1, 1846, Males 22; Females 28, Total 50+) 


10. Falmouth. North. Third Congregat or al 


This Church was organized in 1833 being com) ose 
members of the First and Second Churohesenacaan 
the north-westerly part of the tawny) hodossta eee 
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Rev. Paun Jnwert was installed, as their pestoniehae- 
21 1833, and remained but one year; oa eat 
they have had, hitherto, (October, 1846,) no =a- 
0 Danize D, Tarran supplied the pulpit one year 
and a half. In connection with his ministry, in the cz 
1835 a powerful work of grace was enjoyed, by w i 
the Church was increased. In 1836, a similar blessing 
was again bestowed. | ; 

Afier Mr. Tappan, Rev. Groton Dana supplied one 
year. After him, Rev. Joun Pike supplied for three 


vears. y ie 
_ Rev. C. C. Beaman, his successor, supplied between 
two and three years, till some: time in the year 1844; 
since which time they have been supplied by Rev. Asa- 
HEL Coss, late of Sandwich. 

The number of members of the Church, January 1, 
1846, was, Males 31, Females 48, Total 79. 


di. Harwich. 


; 2. a LRESE RES 
The Church was organized in 1746, consisting of sever 
members. .The Rev. Epwarp Peun, the first pastor, was 
ordained in 1747... Ata meeting of the precinct and 
Church, July 6, 1747,-it was. voted to give him, as his 
salary, one hundred and sixty bushels of grain yearly, vi 
fifteen bushels of rye, ten bushels of wheat, and one hun- | 
dred and thirty-five bushels of Indian corn; sixteen cords 
of oak, or twenty cords of pine wood, cut and drawn to his 


house; five loads of hay, carted and stacked; also to buy 


November 24, 1752, at the age of forty-one. 
After him, Rev. Benyamin Crocker supplied t 
about two years, . Rev. Joun DENNIS supphed four y 


Rev. Jonatuan Minis was installed 1766 and 
\ i stall 4 1 cont 
their pastor till his death, May 21, .1773...© N 


UNDERWOOD was ordained November 21, 1792, 
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Supplied one fourth part of the time, for four , by F ev, 
vali Sanrorp. Afterward they were supp! ‘ied, for mam | 


ears, by the services of the following ministers, each out 
for a ot period: Rev. Henry Cobb, William M. Co: nell, 
Tsanc W. Wheelwright, Lucius Field, Caleb Kimbal | 
William Withington, Charles S. Adams, J. H. Avery, 
William Marchant, William W. Adams. ) 

The Rev. Crrus Sronsé, their present pastor, ( Octot sr, 
1846,) formerly a missionary to the Indies, was mstalle 4 


December 18, 1844. 
Revivals of religion have been enjoyed by the C 


at different periods of its history. bigs 
Number of members of Church, January 1, 1846, Males - 
33, Females 86, Total 119. ; om 


12. Marshpee. 


The Plantation of Marchpea contains almost the ae | 
vestiges of the native Indian race in Massachusetts. 

A Church was gathered among this tribe by the Rev. 
Ricuarp Bourne, in 1670. He was ordained as their 
pastor at the same time, — the celebrated Indian ‘mission- 
ary, Eviot, assisting on the occasion. 

Mr. Bourne died in 1685. He was succeeded by’ Simon 

~_PopMANET, one of the natives. He died in 1726. He’ 

G@Psucceeded, in 1729, by Rev, Josern’ Bourne, son of 
first minister of the plantation. He resisned his mission 
in 1742. 'The office was then filled by SoLomon Briovr, 
one of the native Indians, who continued his labors for 
thirteen years. ‘These Indians preached to their brediren 
in their own language. 

Rev. Gipton Hawtey was installed over this Chitveh, 
in 1758, and continued in his obscure but useful service, 
for nearly half a century. He died October 3, 1807, aged 
eighty. Mr. Hawley and his predecessors were supported 
chiefly from the funds of the Society in England for ee 
agating the Gospel among the Indians in North Ameri 
under the agency of their Commissioners in Boston. | 

Rev. Puineas Fisu was ordained September 18, 1812, 
and has been since:supported ‘in this charge, together with 
that of a small settlement of Indians at Herring Pond, 

between Plymouth and Sandwich, ‘by the Corporati on of 


spvard College, as Trustees of a fund for the support of 
Harval OLE LE wil 


; i last w 
the Gospel among the Indians, given by the will ¢ 
the at, Daniel Williams, of London, in the early part of 


» last century. a he 
ae Fish, ee ordained, was a Unitarian in faith, but, 
in a few years became convinced of the error, and of his 
own personal need of a. change of heart, which he hope-, 
fully experienced. His ministry was peaceful and suc- 
cessful until within a few years, since which he has been. 
interrupted by a part of the Indians on the plantation, and 
violently ejected from the meeting-house. He has, how- 
ever, continued to preach to those of his own denomina-. 
tion over whom he was settled, and is by them much 


respected and beloved. 


13. Orleans. 


This town, formerly a part of Eastham, was incorporated 
in 1797. Rev. Samvext Ossorn, who was ordained at 
Eastham, in 1718, and removed to this place, with a part 
of the Church, in 1719, was the first minister to this people. 
Whether this branch of the Church in Eastham, was or- 
ganized here, after the separation, cannot be ascertained, 
nor the number that composed it at that time. He con- 
tinued the pastor of this Church about twenty years, when 
he was dismissed on account of the laxity of his religious 
sentiments, he having embraced the doctrines of Arminius. 
From this place he removed to Boston, where he kept a 
private grammar school, and died when nearly one hun- 
dred years old. 

Iie was succeeded by Rev. Josrpu Crocxer, in 1739 
who continued his labors with the Church till his death, in 
1772,—a period of thirty-three years. On his tombstone is 
found the following inscription; “ Here lies Rev. JosErH 
Crocker, the pious, faithful, and respected pastor of the. 
Church in this town, who, willing rather to be absent from. 
the body, and to be present with the Lord, died March 
the 2d, 1772, in the fifty-eighth year of his age and the 
thirty-third year of his ministry,” ! i a 
He was succeeded the same year py the Rev. Jona- 
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THAN Bascom, of Lebanon, Connecticut. He died March. if 
dah - te died ch. 
4°, 1807, in the sixty-seventh year of his age, and the, thir r 
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tyfith of his ministry. THe was richly endowed ~ vith} 
ministerial grace. At the time of his ordination, - neg 
number of members of his Church was one htindred a id 

eighty-three, and two hundred and thirty-six were added 
during the thirty-five years of his ministry. pipaspi 

Rev. Daniet Jonnson, of Bridgewater, succeeded him 
in the pastoral office, May 11, 1808. He continued the 
pastor of the Church twenty years, and was then dismissed, 
at his request, believing that it was not best for him to” 
continue any longer. When he was settled, he was a 
Unitarian in faith, but was soon convinced of the error, 
and was hopefully converted. He became a pious, ju- | 
dicious, and faithful minister of Christ. During his min- | 
istry, there were revivals of religion, and one hundred and — 
fifty were added to the Church. 

After the dismission of Mr. Johnson in 1828, the Church 
were without a settled ministry till 1835, during which time 
they were supplied by the Rev. Messrs. Turner, Scovel, 
Bartly, and Boyter, evangelical and faithful ministers. 
During their ministry, fifty were added to the Church. __ 

Rev. Stirtman Pratt was ordained as their pastor, 
April 22, 1835, and continued his labors four years, during 
which time seventy were added to the Church. 

Rev. Jacop Wuite commenced his labors among the 
people in 1841, and continues, (October, 1846;) as stated § 
supply. HEELT CASES heme toe 

Number of members, January 1, 1846, Males 43, Fe- 
males 133, Total 175. soe pies eae 


14. Provincetown. SESS Y te | 


This town was originally apart of Truro. It was ino . 
porated in 1727. & Gorse 


continued his ministrations till within a few months of | 
his cents, which occurred April 11, 1811, a period of about. 
forty-two years. NEES SREP RET. BRITE baa 


x, of Dennis, son of Rev, Nathan 

Rev. Narwantret STONE, | : alts 
ace was installed Nov. 19, 1817, and feretice 2 0 
labors till 1837, a period of twenty Meco che wines 
dismissed, at his own request, and removed to 7: 


eye the dismissal of Mr. Stone, they had mt settled 
minister, and seldom_had preaching, for severa i oo 
In consequence, the Church and Society became a ” 
extinct. About 1841-2, efforts were commenced an 
successfully prosecuted, to revive the Church and Society. 
Rev. Carvin Wnitr was employed to labor with and 
for them some number of months, and especially in an 
agency to raise funds for the erection of a new house of 
worship. This house was dedicated in October, 1843, at 
which time, and some months antecedently and subse- 
quently, Rev. L. R. Eastman was laboring with them, as 
supply. 
= 1845, Rev. Osnorn Myrick was laboring, as stated 
supply, and in 1846, installed as their pastor. ore 
Number of members in the Church, January 1, 1846, : 
Males 8, Females 31, Total 39. BRE i 


Sh 


15. Sandwich. 


la 


The settlement of the town commenced as early as 
1637, by a number of families from Saugus, or Lynn. 
They were accompanied by Rev. Witiram LEVERIDGE 
_ & man of great piety and meekness.” The Church was 
organized in 1638.* In 1649, the number of male mem- 
vers in the Church was eleven. 


uuon, of two male members, (the 

ditic : number of females 
nor ascertained.) About this time y di 

arose among them 


pastor in his preaching, in which 


derstood him to declare 

: eC what was at vari ith their 
principles, and with his own, previously. avowen 
soon, however, as notified of the fact, he immediately 


* This date js according to M } 
Church records, the event 4 supposed pan 
40 and 1650. The date of Mr. Pratt I h 
rated by several] incidents : 


3 


es history, but 
Cccurred between the 
ave preferred, ag hein, oh rob 
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declared, publicly, that if he uttered such eo as were 
reported and supposed, it was ‘a mistake of his tongue 
and not of his mind,” as he entertained no such sentiments 
as they implied. Such, however, was the jealousy 
awakened in the Church, toward him, that he found it 
impossible to reconcile them, and at length took his dis- 
mission. ‘ 

For some time after, the Church was destitute of a 
pastor, during which period several of the reese. im- 
bibed the principles of the Quakers, and in 1652, left the 
Church. The Church were left with but seven male 
members, and unable to obtain the settlement of a minis- 
ter till 1675, a period of about twenty-five years; during — 
which time they had preaching but occasionally. 

Rev. Joun Smitu was ordained in 1675, and continued 
as their pastor till 1689 ;* when, in consequence of some 
ill treatment received, he asked his dismission, and by 
council had the connexion dissolved. 

November 28th, 1694, Rev. RowLtanv Corton, of Ply- 
mouth, was ordained as their Pastor, — the ordination 
service being performed by John Cotton, Ichabod Wiswall 
and Jonathan Russell. The Church then numbered ten | 
male and twelve female members. Mr. Cotton continued | 
his pastoral connexion and labors till his death, March 18, 
1722, at the age of fifty-four, a period of about twenty-eight | 
years+ During his ministry, one hundred and nine mem- 
bers were received to the Church. is 

Rev. Bensamin  Fessenpven, of Cambridge, was or- : 
dained September 12, 1722, and continued in the pastoral | 
relation till his death, August 7, 1746, at the age of forty- 
four. On his tomb-stone, in addition to other incidents © 
commonly noticed, is engraven the following: “concern- — 
ing whom it may with truth be said, that he was an in-— 
stance of early piety; and in his youth, made swift ad- : 
vances in valuable knowledge. That having used his | 
best endeavors to prepare.himself for the service of the 
sanctuary, he was introduced into it with general appro- | 

i 
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* According to Mr. Pratt's history, he was ordained in 1650 and the | 
time of his dismission and death are ‘not known — but the dates above re- 
tained are corroborated by several incidents as correct. & Pp 

T In the present Church minutes, which were written since 1818, there | 
is a discrepancy, and a mistake of twenty years. The dates are here re- 
served, which furnish a harmonious record: 2 
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ot Vides eel, 
bation, and TE asot cond _ of others, an fo 
oat ane and successful physician, one e ond : 
a long exercise of fortitude, meekness on Phe va . 
der weakness, and various bodily infirm "hie troubles aaa 
the Ghost with tranquillity, and rests from #1 : foe vena 
labors.” During his ministry of nearly Pid yo fd fifty. 
there were received to the Church one hun red a ne : 
: rs. 4 ae a 
ae WittiiaMs, of Marlborough, was or- ie 
dained June 14, 1749, and continued his pastoral relation — 
till his death, August 8, 1784, in his fifty-ei hth year. 
During the thirty-five years of his pastoral labor, there — 
were received to the Church two hundred and. fifteen 
members. 4 ii a a 
Rev. Jonatuan Burr, of Bridgewater, was ordained — 


ul, 


April 18, 1787. About the year 1811, there was much — 
dificulty between Mr Burr and a part of his Church and — oa 
Society, he having changed his views of the doctrines of 
the Gospel and also of experimental religion. Mr Bue 
being ejected from the meeting-house, went, with a large 
portion of the people, and a great majority of the. Church, — 

and opened a meeting in a hall near by. Several eccle- — 
ssastical councils were called to settle these difficulties, 
but without giving satisfaction to either party. Bota 
CLAIMED TO BE THE First CuurcH. By a decision of © 
‘he Supreme Court, the party holding the meeting-house 


were decreed to be the First Church, and to hold the 


fund 


s of that body. That portion of the Chureh and — 
society which adhered to Mr. Burr, soon erected a new 
meeting-house, and Mr. Burr continued as their pastor 
ui! 1>17, when he was dismissed at his own request 
Atter the change in Mr. Burr's views of the doctrines of 
grace, and experimental religion, ry fait 
and suecessful preacher of the Gospel —his labors w 
greatly blessed, and attended by : 
it 5: 7 died August 2, 1842 aged ei 7 ve 
uring his ministry there we to the (Chimay 
three hundred and thirty-four sl aa . es eal) 
_ Rev. Davin L. Hown, of Long Meadow seks ne 
i ebruary 28. 1818, and disnainget in ois Th te oye 
with his ministry, the Church Were visited swith’. — 
of revival,and more than one hundred were add 2 


‘ 28 


numbers, of whom sixty were added in 1819. From the | 
records of the Church, as well as other sources, it appears 
that Mr. Hunn was a strict disciplinarian, and conscien- 
tious and faithful in the discharge of the duties of his 
sacred office. | 
Rev. Asanet Coss, of Abington, was ordained March 
13, 1831, and was dismissed in 1832. An interesting work 
of grace was enjoyed by the Church in the early part of 
his ministry, among the people, as the fruit of which, 
about fifty united with the Church in 1832. Twenty-six — 
others united with the Church at different periods after- _ 
wards, in connexion with his ministry. | 
Rev. Gites Pease, of Somers, Conn., commenced his } 
labors with the Church in March, 1842, and (October, 
1846) continues, without installation, as their minister. . 
In the spring and summer of 1842, in connexion with ; 
his ministry, the Church were favored with “a season ~ 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord;” as the 
results of which, twenty-three were added to the Chureh 
at that time. Seven have united with the Church at 
different periods since. 
The number of the Church, January 1, 1846, was, | 
Males 48, Females 114, Total 162. g 
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16. Sandwich. Second Church. Monument. | 


This Church was primarily composed of members fro 
the Calvinistic Congregational Church in Sandwich, wh 
resided in the westerly part of the town. They becam 
organized into a separate Church, July 9, 1833. Males’ 
Females 26, Total 33. 

Antecedently to the separation in the Church and Soe 
ety, as far back as 1784, there had been a meeting-hous 
in Monument, at which the minister of the Church an 
Society in Sandwich was accustomed to hold his religious 
service on the Sabbath, once in so many weeks: ‘Their 
new meeting-house was erected in 1834. a 

About two years before their separate organization, | 
they acted by themselves, so far as to establish regular | 
service at their own house of worship. During this time 


they had the services of various ministers, for a short pe- 
riod each. 56 id : 
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Barker supplied them about a 


The Rev. NaTHaniEeL They were then chiefly 


g year after their On ee Me | 
ied for a year and & oe 
aseapit i he ‘ » Taeear supplied about Six months, in ire a 
year 1835, laboring half of his time in North ee ‘ 
} Durine this period, there was a season of special re Ae 
| interest, and eleven persons were added to the C pe 
Mr. Tappan was installed as the pastor of this Chure ; 
December 16, of the same year, and, at his own request, 
was dismissed July 24, 1838. i 
Rev. Samvet Cotpurn supplied the pulpit about two 
and a half years. 
pr tek Fagan Lucas was installed pastor, June 80, 1841, 
and dismissed, at his own request, November, 1845. In 
Bthe second year of his ministry, the Church enjoyed a 
season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and 
welve were added to their number by profession. 
Rev. Wm. Ortincer has been supplying the pulpit 
ince February 14, 1846. 
In the rules of the Church, adopted at its organization, 
ras one, inhibiting the admission of members to their 
ommunion, who indulged ether in the use, as a beverage, 
or in the traffic, of intoxicating drinks. 
Number of members, January 1, 1846, Males 16, Fe- 
males 23, Total 39. 


17. Truro. 


The place began to be<gettled in 1700. It was first 
called Dangerfield by the whites.’ Its Indian name was 
rome, It was incorporated in 1709, by the name of 
ruro. he 
The Church was organized Nov. 1, 1711. The Rev. 
Joun Avery was the first pastor. He was a physician as 
well as pastor, and was greatly beloved by his people. 
@ Mr. Avery came to this place as a candidate for ettle- 
ginent in 1709, received a cal] to settle in 1710 die was 
ordained Nov. 1, 1711, and continued in the ministry in 
this place about forty-four years. His fuithful and affec. 
gtionate labors were blessed, and three hundred and ae ; 


seven were added to the Church. ; ee 
aged 69, » Fe led ae a 


3* — 


Rev. Caren Urnam, his successor, was ordained i 
1755, and died in 1786, aged 63, having labored amon 
them thirty-one years; during which time two hundre 
and eighty-six were added to the Church. 

Rev. Jupr Damon, who succeeded him, was ordained 
Nov. 15, 1786, and died Nov. 19, 1828, in the seventy- 
seventh year of his age, and the forty-second of his min- 
istry. In this time, one hundred and eighty-six were 
added to the Church. 

Till near the close of his life, his connection with his 
people had been very happy. ‘This peace and quiet then ' 
became interrupted through the influence of sectarian-¢{ 
ism, Which alienated many from him. 

Rev. SternHen Bariiry succeeded him in the supply o 
the pulpit about five years, but was not installed over 
them. During his ministry fifty-two were added to thef 
Church. 

Rev. Sitas Baker, his successor, was ordamed 1832 
and dismissed 1834. | 

Rev. Cuarites BoytTer continued in the pastoral rela 
tion from 1836 to about 1842. Fifty-two were added to th 
Church during his ministry. There were revivals of relig 
ion in the place in 1822, 1835, 1839, and 1842. The num 
berof members at the formation of the Church was seven. 
Number of baptisms from the time of its organization to 
1842, four thousand and seventy-five. Number of mem- 
bers January 1, 1846, Males 43, Females 78, Total 121. 

Rev. Georce Goopyear, the present pastor, was set-/ 
tled February 16, 1846. 


Se 
18. Truro North. 
(No Report of facts in its history received by Committee.) 


19. Wellfleet North. 


The first house for public worship in’ Wellfleet wad 
built before the year 1720. The Church was organized in 
1730; before which, for ten years, the people had preach 
ing by four different ministers. Rev. Isatan Lewis be 
came pastor of the Church the year of its organization, at) 
which time it numbered fifty-nine male members. Mr 
Lewis continued in the ministry fifty-five years, during( 
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-o hundred and nineteen were added to the 
Church. Rev. Levi WuiITMAN was settled as ping 
with Mr. Lewis, in 1785, and continued as ie 
Hthe Chureh till April, 1808, when he was , 4 
During his ministry thirty-three were added to the 
; Ray. Danone Davis was his successor in the pasto- 
ral oftice. He was ordained Nov. 16, 1808, and at his 
own request was dismissed in April, 1830. During his 
ministry one hundred and sixty were added to the 
) Church. } } 
Rev. SrerHen Baitey commenced his labors with 

re Church, March, 1830, and was dismissed, at his 
#irequest, in 1838. During his ministry one hundred and 
@thirty-two were added to the Church. 
) Rev. Josern Merritt commenced his labors in 1838, 
nd continued about one year. 

Rev. Wittiam H. Apams was ordained February, 1840, 
ismissed 1841. 

In 1842, Rev. E. W. Auten was laboring as supply. 
Rev. Joun Dopp commenced his labors as their pastor 
n 1843, and left in 1846. | 

Rev. C. C. Beaman has been laboring as stated sup- 
ply for the past few months, and is expecting soon to 


be installed. Number of members January, 1846, Males 
107, Females 124, Total 231. ) 


20. Wellfleet South, Second Church. 


This Church was organized Dec. 4, 1833. Until 1842 
they were supplied by the following ministers in succes- 
Sion: Rev. Timoruy Davis, for six months; Rev. Joun 
| Orcutt, for two years; Rev. EK. Pratt, nine months: 
, Rev.. Isaac Jones, three months; Rev. S. Harpy ‘three 
years; Rev. Wooster Wittey, ten months ; Rev. Isaac 
A. Basserr was installed as pastor of the Church, April 
27, 1842, and continued in this relation but a few months 
Rev. H. Van Hovren hag been with them as supply, 
Some two or three years. Number of members “8 ee 
Church, January, 1846, Males 66, Females 95, Total 161 


21. Yarmouth. 
The town was incorporated in 1639. Th 


which time tw 


) 


= 


. . . ere . ) tg 
means of ascertaining the precise time of the organization ia 


val 
< 


Poet). 
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of the Church; but it is supposed to have been organized 
Soon after the above date. The early records, ag far as 
to 1677, have been lost. It is not known whether Mr 
Matthews or Mr. Miller was the first minister. Rev. 
Joun Mitter was for a number of years pastor of the q 


Church, but died in the ministry at Groton. 
Rev. Tuomas Tuornton fled from the persecution ir s 
England, subsequently to the Act of Uniformity, and wasp 
the third minister of this town. In 1692, he removed top": 
Boston, and there spent the residue of his life. He was)’ 
succeeded by Rev. Joun Corron, son of Rev. Johr So" 
Cotton of Plymouth, and grandson of Rev. John Cottor - 


of Boston. He was settled in 1693, and died 1705. 
Rev. Davip GREENLEAF, his successor, was ordained”, 
in 1708. After twenty years he was dismissed, in conse- ie 
quence of the disaffection towards him of one of hig # 
influential parishioners. He removed to Boston, and die At 
at the age of eighty-two. | 3 
Rev. Tuomas Smiru, his successor, was ordained ingf, 
1729, and dismissed in 1754, for want of support. He was}. 
succeeded by Rev. GrinpaLi Rawson, who was installedg© 
in 1755, and dismissed in 1760. He was followed by; . 
Rev. Joseru Green, of Barnstable, who was installed 
1762, and died 1768, aged 42. r 
Rev. Timotny ALvEN, of Bridgewater, was ordained, 
1769 ; died Nov. 13, 1828, at the age of 92 years. He had I 
three sons who were ministers. & 
Rev. NaTuaNiEL CoGSwELt was ordained as colleague} .. 
with Mr. Alden, April 24, 1822, and is the present pastoq |. 
of the Church, Oct. 1846. Number of members of thet. 
Church, January, 1842, was 129; in 1845, 120; Males 38, . 
Females 8&2. ’ 


22. Yarmouth South, Second Church. 


This Church was organized Sept. 30, 1840, composed}* 
of sixty-four members. They were supplied by a num 
ber of ministers in succession, till January, 1843, wher ‘ 
Rev. E. Cuase became installed as their pastor, and ; 
has since remained in this relation. — The Church he }! 
received assistance from the Home Missionary Q cleky y 
Number of members of the Church, Jan. 1846, Mal ‘ 
6, Females 64, Total 70. te eee . 
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NANTUCKET COUNTY. 
23. Nantucket, First Cong. Church. 


- Very little is known relative to this Church prior to 
e year 1761. ‘The oldest Church records which have 
* Seen preserved, commence with June 27th of that year. 

Re there are evidences and traces of its existence for a 


‘for example, a bill, found among old papers, bearing date 
4 of 1711, for timber for building a meeting-house.* 
™._ Rev. Mr. Maynew was laboring in this field in 1761. 
» He had been settled, but for how long is unknown. He 
was dismissed in 1766. There are no data from which 
a_correct inference can be drawn in regard to the success 
_of his labors or the state of religious interest at the time. 
here is only evidence that the Church was small in num- 
rs, and feeble in reference to pecuniary means, and that 
e eye of the Lord was upon her for good, and his own 
ight hand protected and sustained her. 
he original meeting-house, was first located about a 
north-westerly from the town, and in 1765, moved 
ito town and rebuilt. In 1834 it was moved a few rods 
\. from the spot on which it was re-erected and fitted fora 
-¥estry ; and on its former site, called Beacon Hill, now 
stands a new meeting-house, built and dedicated in 1834. 
. Rev. BezaLeeL Suaw, was settled-in-.1766, and con- 
tinued in the faithful discharge of his! ministerial duties 
ll his death, in 1797, —a period of thirty-one years. He 
ras a plain man, of respectable talents, and. very much 
ed, notonly by his own Society, but also-by others, 
| especially by the Society of | friends, then a numer- 
sect on the Island. A native preacher of that sect 
ne of his intimate associates; and they-cordially and 
ly visited each other. “~  \ \ 
‘be of some interest to notice, that the Society 
his salary, what would purchase nearly as much 


eriod of more than fifty years preceding that date;— as, 
Re 


It is worthy of remark, that although the Island of Nantucket at the 
re ent time presents to the eye, of its natural scenery, little else than 
or moss-grown hills, the timber used in the building of this meet- 
se, was obtained from the huge and towering white oaks of its own 
with which the island was covered, and which, to a great 


standing about a century ago. 
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' 
tt 
. A , 
in that day, as may now be procured for one thousan, 1 fi 
mt , y) ‘ | it was considered polity / . 
dollars por year: showing that . 
: A, means for the comfort) 4 


ide ample 
as well as a duty to provide amp: mt Yes | 
able support of a minister and his family, that his whol@ 


time and talents might be consecrated to the dutics " thd {] 
ministry, and his mind be free from all the cares ane per fy) 


plexities of secular pursuits. And this 1s the more re ty) 
markable, when it is considere 


d, that at that time, a large LA 
proportion of the inhabitants of the Island were Parenvel H 
who have always been opposed to the practice of payne ay 
ministers any salary, and whose influence, of course/¢? | 
would be considerably felt in other societies. 

Rev. James Gurney was settled in 1799, and dis: ’ % 


missed in 1819. i! 
Rev. ABNER Morse was settled in 1819, and d 


missed in 1822. { 
Rev. Sternen Baitey was settled in 1823, and d# 


missed in 1827. 
Rev. Naruanten Coss was settled in 1827, and di , 


missed in 1829. i 
Rev. Srernen Mason was settled in 1830, and df 


missed in 18365. 2 
Rev. Witt J. Breep was settled in 1835, and di i 


missed in 1839. 
= Rev. Georce C. Partrrince was settled in 1839, a1q yy 
dismissed in 1841. a 
Rey. Joun S. C. Aszsott was settled in 1841, and di Ty) 
= missed in 1848,, ~~. ie 
‘Rev. Cuartes Ric was settled in 1844, and is now). 

(Oct. 1846,) their pastor. ? 
_ ‘The cause of religion has been continually progressin;) »' 
from the daa lof\Mz| Shaw to the present time. Pi 
~ God has mercifully blessed the labors of his servants} 
: ut every period, by repeatedly adding to the Church those 
who have borne testimony to the truth and given thei} 
oe to. the great cause of the world’s redemption} 
‘During the ministry of Rev. Mr. Mason, the cause} 
religion received a new impulse. Many plans werg)— 
for the future welfare of Zion, which have been |. 
blessings. The Church and Sabbath Schoo 
d flourished under his care, but being im 
ealth, and unable to sustain the dutie 
as, at his own request, dismisse 
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